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COOPER and his hero 
donor match, ANN

JOEY steps up to save a life, 
donating blood stem cells 

to a stranger in need

KEILA (left) with 
donor match, ODALIS

Powering the Possibility

WHEN A POWERFUL COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER WITH A COMMON 
PURPOSE OF SAVING LIVES, beautiful things happen. Meaningful connections, 
like Odalis, a 19-year-old Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) 
student of Guatemalan descent who donated her bone marrow to Keila, a 
44-year-old born in Guatemala. Like Ann, a college student in Austin, Texas, 
who donated at the height of the pandemic to 6-year-old Cooper, in Virginia. 
And like Joey, who donated blood stem cells to a stranger for the simple 
reason that he wanted to help people. Ordinary people who are stepping up to 
do something extraordinary, giving the gift of a second chance to a stranger. 

When a network and community like ours come together, magic happens—
and anything is possible. 

“I WANTED TO BE ON THE 

REGISTRY BECAUSE I HAVE

 THIS DESIRE TO HELP PEOPLE

 AND YOU FEEL GOOD

 WHEN YOU HELP OTHERS.”

Joey, blood stem cell donor
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It takes the very best to save lives
Every day at Be The Match, we focus on our commitment to excellence, making it 
a central driver within our mission.

Whether it’s seeking innovative ways to support our patients, committing to a 
culture of diversity and inclusion at all levels, expanding the impact of our 
research efforts, or being recognized as a leader in the transplantation and cell-
and-gene therapies community, we know we must be at our best to save lives 
through cellular therapy.

And to be at our best, we have relied more than ever on the resolute support of 
our incredible base of contributors and partners like you.

In some ways, 2021 was actually more challenging to navigate than 2020. As we 
entered the second year of the pandemic, we recognized the seriousness of 
COVID-19 and continued to radically adjust to new ways of living and working. 
What we initially perceived as a sprint had turned into an ultramarathon where we 
revealed our resilience, adaptability, perseverance and readiness.

This possibility-focused mindset brought about many accomplishments, several 
of which were firsts for us at Be The Match:

• We achieved the highest service level ever (percentage of time we deliver 
cellular products for U.S. patients according to the transplant timeframe), amidst 
the most difficult supply-chain issues and logistics scenarios we’d ever faced.

• We experienced the best year ever for the quality of our products—we didn’t 
sit still during the year—we added two apheresis centers into our Center of 
Excellence, resulting in significantly better service and higher quality cell counts.

• We exceeded our expectations on donor recruitment, including the best year 
ever in Mexico.

• And we were named in the top three “best places to work” by the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal, giving a nod to our fantastic employees 
and engagement levels.

We have continued to excel and thrive during this time, despite great uncertainty, 
because through it all we also have clarity. We see what really matters—patients 
needing more hope and seeking more second chances than ever before. Patient 
families and friends needing hope to ensure they have more tomorrows. This is at 
the heart of everything we do.

Thank you for your extraordinary support and generosity. We are immensely 
appreciative and proud to be on this journey together. Will you join us again?

w

At Be The Match®, we support and celebrate the individual identities of our employees. And we recognize 
that in order to reach our goal of democratizing cell therapy, we need to accelerate diversity, equity and 
inclusion in our organization. 

We are committed to enabling diverse perspectives to be heard and empowering all employees to 
participate and contribute. We support a culture of inclusion at all levels in the organization. And we are 
invested in our employees’ growth, retention, training and development within the company. 

So, what does that look like? Well, for starters, nearly all employees have completed diversity equity and 
inclusion training. 

Five employee resource groups (ERG) have been established to create social connections, 
increase awareness and appreciation for multicultural differences, and serve as a business 
advisory resource to address issues or opportunities within their subject matter expertise.

Book clubs have been formed for exploration and discussion around important topics of 
diversity, equity and inclusion. 

And Be The Match recognizes five cultural heritage months, including Black History Month, 
Women’s History Month, Pride Month, Hispanic Heritage Month, and Asian Pacific American 
Heritage Month.

While there is still a lot of work to be done, we are fueled by the conversation and 
commitment inside our organization. 

Powering the Possibility ........................... 1

Diversity, equity and inclusion .............. 2

Letter from our leaders ............................ 3

2021 timeline ................................................ 4

John and Amy Presley ............................. 6

Making a difference together ................ 7

History-making moment ......................... 8

Removing barriers ....................................10

Financials...................................................... 12

2021 Amy Scholars ................................... 13

Powering innovation ................................ 13

2021 at a glance .........................................14

Board of directors .....................................16

Honoring David Schubert ...................... 17

Individual contributors ............................18

Ramesh Subramanian ..............................19

Lifetime and legacy contributors .......20

Bridget Casey .............................................21

Corporations, foundations and 
organizations .............................................22

Incyte and Omeros upgrade 
courier bags ...............................................23

Volunteers ...................................................24

Our global network .................................25

Peer-to-peer fundraisers, 
Tommi rises to the challenge ...............26

Vaitiare Hirshon......................................... 27

Board of ambassadors ........................... 27

Monthly sustainers ...................................28

Gift-in-Kind .................................................29

How you can get involved ................... 30

CONTENTS

Raising awareness and recruiting 
potential marrow donors at INDIA FEST, 

an event SASAE participated in.

Saving lives through  
a culture of diversity, 
equity and inclusion

JOY KING
Executive Director 

Be The Match Foundation®
Chief Advancement Officer

NMDP/Be The Match

AMY RONNEBERG
Chief Executive Officer
NMDP/Be The Match®

2021 Report to the Community

32

BeTheMatch.org/2021report

https://nmdpbtm.sharepoint.com/sites/BTMBlackERG/SitePages/Welcome.aspx
https://nmdpbtm.sharepoint.com/sites/PrideERG
https://nmdpbtm.sharepoint.com/sites/SASAEERG
https://nmdpbtm.sharepoint.com/sites/BTMWomenERG
https://nmdpbtm.sharepoint.com/sites/HispanicLatino_ERG
http://bethematch.org/2021report


2021 Report To The Community

5

BeTheMatch.org/2021repor-

4

2021: A year of possibility

FEBRUARY: 
During the Texas storm of 
February 2021, road closures 
and flight cancellations made 
it difficult for Rodolfo to 
donate for a patient’s life-
saving transplant. See what it 
took to overcome the odds. 
Because together, we will do 
anything it takes to deliver 
for patients. Special thank 
you to Tom Oliverson, Texas 
Division of Emergency 
Management, Connect for 
Life, and Rodolfo, who came 
together as heroes to save 
a life.

MAY: 
Legislation passed to 
reauthorize the C.W. Bill 
Young Cell Transplantation 
Program, which provides 
life-saving bone marrow 
and umbilical cord blood 
transplants to patients 
in need. 

MARCH: 
Match Madness campaign 
launched to recruit 3,000 
new potential life savers to 
join the registry.

JULY: 
With $3.4 million, the largest 
donation in Be The Match 
history, the Harper Family 
Patient Access Fund was 
established, providing 
financial resources to 
patients and families in need 
and accelerating 
groundbreaking research to 
increase the odds of finding 
a suitable match for every 
patient that needs one. 

AUGUST: 
Be The Match was recognized 
by Minneapolis/St. Paul 
Business Journal in the top 
three “best places to work.” 
This recognition spotlights 
organizations that embody 
dynamic work culture, 
mission-driven community, 
and an outstanding employee 
experience. At Be The Match, 
we play different roles, but we 
all have the same job: saving 
the lives of patients who 
depend on us.

SEPTEMBER: 
Be The Match is leading a 
research trial focused on 
one of the most disruptive 
advancements in the 
transplant industry. 
In September 2021, we 
celebrated a significant 
milestone, enrolling the first 
patient in this ground-
breaking initiative.  
(See page 13.) 

NOVEMBER: 
The ONE Forum goes virtual 
for the second year in a row. 
More than 2,000 dedicated 
network partners came 
together to celebrate and 
advance our life-saving mission. 

JANUARY: 
We celebrated the 100th 
blood stem cell collection at 
the Seattle Collection Center. 
This state-of-the-art facility 
provides an enhanced 
experience and greater 
collection capacity in the 
Northwest to support our 
wonderful donors. 

JUNE: 
Robin Roberts co-hosts 
“Jeopardy!” and selects 
Be The Match to receive 
proceeds. By leveraging this 
exciting moment with a 
“Daily Double” fundraising 
challenge, we raised a total 
of $376,957 to provide 
184 patients in need with 
financial assistance. 
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JOHN, MAX and 
AMY PRESLEY

John and Amy rally 
their community to 
deliver more healing

When John Presley was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) in February 2016, his 
best chance of survival was a bone marrow transplant. 

In November 2016, after three grueling rounds of chemotherapy and finding a well-matched donor, 
John received his transplant. 

Today, John and his family are dedicating their time and resources to help other patients receive the 
life-saving treatment they so desperately need. With a personal donation of $50,000, they 
established the John & Amy Presley Recovery Grant Fund that provides patients and families 
tangible financial support as they navigate through their transplant journey. 

“Because of Be The Match’s work, I’ve gotten four more years with Amy and I’ve been able to see my 
son, Max, finish high school and move on to college,” said John. 

For many patient families, the economic 
impact of the pandemic has been nothing 
short of devastating as many are bearing 
the financial weight of uninsured 
transplant costs.  

Their $50,000 donation was just the start. 
John and Amy also called on their personal 
network to join them in supporting 
Be The Match, raising more than $150,000 
for patient assistance. And because of their 
incredible life-saving work, we were proud 
to recognize the Presleys with the 2021 
Simplify Award at The ONE Forum®. 

“NOT EVERYONE IS AS LUCKY AS I AM.

I WAS STUNNED TO FIND OUT SO

MANY PEOPLE NEED TRANSPLANTS

 AND CAN’T GET ONE.”

John Presley, stem cell  
transplant recipient

Hear JOHN and AMY PRESLEY 
tell their story of giving back

Making a difference, together

HOSA selects Be The Match as 
philanthropy partner
Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA)— 
Future Health Professionals is a student-led organization for 
those planning to enter the medical field. HOSA selected 
Be The Match as their designated philanthropy partner for the 
2020-2021 school year. Despite challenges due to the 
pandemic, more than 330 chapters with approximately 2,000 
HOSA members participated in raising more than $120,000 
and recruiting nearly 2,000 new registry members, the largest 
impact any student organization has had with Be The Match. 

New App 
for Caregivers
With a generous grant from Kite Pharma,  
a new caregiver version of the My Be The Match 
(MyBTM) mobile app launched in November 2021. 
Now caregivers have access to track and manage their 
own health and well-being symptoms, connect with a 
community of caregiving peers and access 
educational materials to navigate their journey 
alongside the patient they are caring for. 

Laura’s legacy 
When their 10-year-old daughter, Laura, 
was diagnosed with leukemia, Robert 
Graves, D.V.M., and his wife, Sherry, were 
ready to do anything they could to save 
her. They agreed to try the first-ever 
bone marrow transplant for a leukemia 
patient from an unrelated donor. Laura 
received her transplant in 1979—and it 
worked. The success of the treatment 
inspired the Graves to give other families 
the same hope for a cure, and a national 
registry of volunteers willing to donate 
bone marrow was born—what we know 
today as Be The Match.
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Gala brings record-breaking 
support for patients in need
On October 1, 2021, we came together as a community, breaking fundraising records 
so we could continue Saying “Yes!” to patients in need. 

At a time when patients need assistance more than ever, our friends and supporters 
showed up to the virtual 2021 Be The Match Gala to demonstrate their personal 
commitment to removing barriers for patients on their journey to healing.

Through this inspiring virtual event, we reached more people from all around the 
world, increasing awareness of our life-saving mission. And with 890 registered 
guests and 4,068 unique gala livestream viewers, a record-breaking $1,110,987.92 
was raised to support patients.

The Harper Family  
Foundation inspires generosity
We’re beyond grateful for the Harper Family Foundation 
representatives who served as honorary chairs of the 2021 
Be The Match Gala and the foundation’s history-making 
gift of $3.4 million that is expanding access to life-saving 
cellular therapies.

Thanks to their generous support and matching gift 
challenge, every single dollar raised at the 2021 Be The Match 
Gala was doubled for twice the impact. And to celebrate their 
history-making impact in 2021, the Harper Family Foundation 
received a dedicated space on the Be The Match History Wall. 

Zeke meets one of his hero donors
Diagnosed with a rare form of leukemia, Zeke began the fight of his life in 
March 2020—right when the pandemic reached the United States. Then, 
two selfless strangers stepped up to donate their bone marrow, giving Zeke 
a second chance at life.

Because of his incredible marrow donors, Zeke’s family had hope. And that 
hope turned into joy when Zeke got to spend the holidays, not in the 
hospital, but with his family. 

Zeke and his parents had the incredible opportunity to meet the 
second marrow donor who stepped up to save Zeke’s life on stage 
at the 2021 Be The Match Gala—making the promise of possibilities 
even more powerful.

Zeke’s second donor, Marc, joined the Be The Match Registry® 
for his best friend, Clint, who battled leukemia. 

Although Clint ultimately passed away, Marc 
believes Clint’s legacy lives on through his stem 
cell donation. When he received the call to 
donate for Zeke, he said “Absolutely” and 
never looked back. 

When Marc joined Zeke and his parents on 
stage to meet for the very first time, Zeke ran 
into his arms. And just like that, the entire 

room, the virtual Gala audience, and Zeke’s 
parents were in tears.

ZEKE meets his second 
marrow donor, MARC

JOY KING introduces 
members of the Harper family 

to grant recipient, Heather

The moment we surpassed 
ONE MILLION 

DOLLARS RAISED
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Removing barriers with history-
making patient assistance
As the pandemic continued in 2021, so did the 
uncertainty patients and families were facing
Among a host of unknowns, patient families were met with 
barriers to healing, namely, the uninsured costs associated  
with transplant—but Be The Match was there to help.

Each day, we receive 10-15 grant requests* from 
patients in need of financial support. And today we 
give out an average 100 more grants per month 
than we did before the pandemic.** At its height, 
the need reached a 91% increase over the number 
of requests we received the prior year.***

In response, we provided $6.1 million in patient 
assistance to 2,602 families—the most we’ve ever 
provided in a single year.

This critical resource and lifeline are only 
made possible through philanthropy, and 
through the generosity and kindness of 
people like you.

*Based on 2021 patient assistance grant request 
submissions.

**Based on YOY comparison data from October-
April 2020 vs. October-April 2021.

***Based on comparison data from October 2019 
through September 2021.

Giving and getting second chances

Grant helps Heather focus on recovery
After being diagnosed with chronic myeloid leukemia (CML), 

Heather was told her best chance for a cure would be a blood 
stem cell transplant.

To receive her transplant, Heather had to relocate nearly five 
hours away from home for four months. Sadly, Heather’s four 
children could not relocate with her. And to make things even 
more difficult, Heather’s husband had to quit his job to 
continue as her caregiver, putting additional financial strain 
on the family.

Heather’s family was relieved to receive a patient 
assistance grant from Be The Match, made possible 

through philanthropy. She shares this gift was 
“incredibly helpful between travel 
and extra expenses in relocating,” 
and notes, “it really helped 
bridge the financial gap.”

Transplants can’t wait for 
nice weather
Rodolfo (Rudy) Aguilar lives in Mexico but works as an ICU 
nurse at a hospital on the U.S. side of the border in Texas.

He had been on the Be The Match Registry for six years 
when Rudy received word that he was a suitable match for 
a child who required a transplant as soon as possible.

He was scheduled to drive to San 
Antonio for his donation February 
15—the same day Texas was hit by 
the worst winter storm in modern 
history. But with the clock ticking 
and the storm still raging, Rudy 
strapped himself into a helicopter 
and embarked on the hour and a 
half trip to San Antonio with a 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety escort.

While the helicopter escort was 
exciting for Rudy, even more 
exciting was being able help a 
little girl on the other side of the 
border whose blood disease didn’t 
care if it was snowing or not.

“I REALIZE I CAN NEVER REPAY 

HER FOR WHAT SHE’S DONE,

 BUT I CAN SURE SAY 

 THANK YOU—I CAN SAY 

 ‘YOU ARE AWESOME’ A LOT.”

Donna, transplant recipient,  
with her donor, Tiana (right)

RUDY overcomes 
big obstacles to 
save a little life

HEATHER  
receives a grant— 

and a second chance
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Powering our mission through innovation
DONOR FOR ALL: Patients are most likely to match marrow donors who share the same 
ethnic background. However, many ethnicities are severely underrepresented on the 
Be The Match Registry. For our ethnically diverse patients, that means the odds of finding 
the current required 8/8 human leukocyte antigen (HLA) match can be as low as 19%, 
creating a disparity in access to a potentially life-saving transplant.

Backed by philanthropy, Be The Match is leading a research trial, also known as the ACCESS 
study. This trial expands the use of donors beyond the current 8/8 HLA match 
requirement, increasing options for patients who may have previously had none. In 
2021, a significant milestone was reached when the first patient was enrolled 
in the study and $1.7 million was raised to accelerate this critical research. 

HLA Today
Our HLA Today initiative, with 
a generous grant from 
AstraZeneca, is improving patient 
outcomes, especially among 
ethnically diverse patients. By 
initiating patient HLA typing and 
a donor search at diagnosis, 
physicians get a head start on 
developing the best possible 
treatment plan, and patients have 
earlier access to Be The Match 
resources and support.

The Amy Strelzer Manasevit Research Program is only made 
possible through philanthropy. Thank you to the generous 
partners who make this program possible.

“HAD I WAITED LONGER, 

I WOULDN’T BE HERE. 

BECAUSE [MY LEUKEMIA]

WAS THAT AGGRESSIVE.”

Lisa, transplant recipient, 
helped through the 
HLA Today program

Melinda Biernacki, MD 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

Area of study: A “T cell-first” approach to 
dissecting antigen-specific T cell responses 
mediating graft-versus-leukemia effects

Jim Boonyaratanakornkit, MD, PhD 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

Area of study: Humoral immune protection 
against respiratory viral infections after 
hematopoietic stem cell transplantation 

2021 Amy Scholars
Amy Strelzer Manasevit 
Research Program
The Amy Strelzer Manasevit Research Program (Amy Program) is 
Be The Match’s prize research fellowship. The Amy Program awards 
funding to early career investigators focused on advances in the 
prevention and treatment of post-cell-therapy complications, like 
graft-versus-host disease and other infections.  

Since 1998, Be The Match Foundation has invested nearly $12 million 
to help launch the careers of 46 young physician-scientists. The Amy 
Program is considered a launch pad and this group has gone on to 
win more than $110 million in subsequent funding. 

Amy Scholars are recognized leaders in the field, pursuing scientific 
advances that help Be The Match patients live longer, healthier lives. 
Meet the scholars awarded in 2021:  

Revenues and gains

   Search and procurement fees $371,571

    Federal contracts, cooperative 
agreements and contributions

$79,286  

   Investment and other income $76

   TOTAL $450,933

Expenses

   Program services $393,064

   Management and general $79,188

   Fundraising $1,342 

   TOTAL $473,594 

   Non-operating income $17,466 

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS ($5,195)

Consolidated statement of activites for the year 
ended September 30, 2021 (In thousands)

Financials

Assets

   Current and other assets $138,036

    Long-term investments and bond reserves $150,918

   Property and equipment $89,181

   TOTAL $378,135 

Liabilities and net assets

   Current and long-term liabilities $143,295 

   Net assets $234, 840

   TOTAL $378,135 

National Marrow Donor Program and subsidiaries 
consolidated statement of financial position as of 
September 30, 2021 (In thousands)

To read our consolidated audited 
financial statements with 
supplemental schedules, visit: 
BeTheMatch.org/audit

HOW WE SPEND 
EACH DOLLAR

Medical Services

Recruitment

Research

Public Awareness

Management and 
Fundraising

11%

17%

11%

4%
57%
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FY2021 at a glance*

18,792
CONTRIBUTORS

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS 
WHO CONTRIBUTED TO 
BE THE MATCH

6,649
LIVES

LIVES IMPACTED BY 
BE THE MATCH IN 2021 
THROUGH CELLULAR 
THERAPY

LIVES

99
PUBLICATIONS

NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS 
IN 2021 

RESEARCH

225
MORE THAN ONGOING STUDIES AND 

CLINICAL TRIALS

350
MORE THAN TRANSPLANT CENTERS 

PARTICIPATING IN 
RESEARCH

MISSION SUPPORT 

$14.9
MORE THAN AMOUNT RAISED BY 

BE THE MATCH SUPPORTERS 
AND CONTRIBUTORSMILLION

$3.7
MILLION

VALUE OF VOLUNTEER 
HOURS DONATED

REGISTRY

111,000
TRANSPLANTS 

SINCE 1987

TRANSPLANTS FACILITATED 
BY BE THE MATCH  
SINCE 1987

LIKELIHOOD OF FINDING 
A MATCHED AVAILABLE 
DONOR BY PATIENT ETHNIC 
BACKGROUND:

47% ASIAN 
29% BLACK 
48% HISPANIC 
60% NATIVE AMERICAN 
79% WHITE 
NA MULTIRACIAL*

* Match rates for multiracial patients 
are not available due to the complexity 
of matching.

29–79%
LIKELIHOOD $6.1

MILLION

PATIENT ASSISTANCE 
PROVIDED TO 2,600 FAMILIES 
BY BE THE MATCH IN 2021

PATIENT ASSISTANCE 

*Source:  Be The Match “FY2021 Annual Numbers.” These figures  
are for our fiscal year 2021 (Oct. 1, 2020-Sept. 30, 2021).

94,000
MORE THAN ETHNICALLY DIVERSE 

POTENTIAL DONORS WHO 
JOINED THE BE THE MATCH 
REGISTRY IN 2021

300,000
NEARLY NEARLY 300,000 

POTENTIAL DONORS WHO 
JOINED THE BE THE MATCH 
REGISTRY IN 2021

TRANSPLANTS  
BY CELL SOURCE:
 5,009– PERIPHERAL BLOOD 

STEM CELLS (PBSC), 
80%

 806– MARROW, 13%

 472– UMBILICAL CORD 
BLOOD UNITS, 8%

80%
TRANSPLANTS 

FROM PBSC
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VOTING DIRECTORS/ 
BOARD OFFICERS
Chair
Robert J. Soiffer, MD 
Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
Boston, Mass.

Immediate Past Chair
David L. Porter, MD 
Director, BMT 
University of Pennsylvania Health System 
Philadelphia, Pa.

Vice Chair
Miguel-Angel Perales, MD 
Deputy Chief, Adult BMT Service 
Director, Adult Stem Cell Transplantation 
Fellowship 
Associate Member 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
New York, N.Y. 

Secretary
Melinda Caltabiano 
Head of PATH, Vaxxinity

VOTING DIRECTORS
Lynn Abrahamsen 
Retired HealthCare CEO  
St. Paul, Minn.

Judith Gasson, PhD 
University of California Los Angles 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Uri Herzberg, DVM, PhD, MBA 
Distinguished Research Fellow & Project Lead 
Myasthenia Gravis Programs 
Bridgewater, N.J.

Krishna Komanduri, MD 
Kalish Family Chair in Stem Cell Transplantation 
Professor of Medicine, Microbiology and 
Immunology 
Director, Adult Stem Cell Transplant Program 
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Miami, Fla.

Garheng Kong, MD, PhD 
Founder and Managing Partner 
HealthQuest Capital 
West Lake Hills, Texas

Michael E. Lang 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Ravyn Miller 
Director, endo/Venous (eV) 
US Downstream Marketing 
Medtronic 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Brian J. Reithel, PhD 
Oxford, Miss.

Harpreet Sandhu 
Chief Executive Officer 
Stanford Blood Center 
San Francisco, Calif.

David Schubert† 
President  
Magnolia Tejas Corporation 
Houston, Texas

Laurie Strongin 
Hope for Henry Foundation 
Washington, D.C.

Abigail (Abby) West 
Director of Inclusive Content Programming  
Audible  
Montclair, N.J.

NON-VOTING DIRECTORS/ 
EX OFFICIO
Amy Ronneberg 
CEO, Ex Officio 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Shelley Grant, Ex Officio 
Branch Chief  
Blood Stem Cell Transplantation Prog. 
Health Resources & Services Administration 
Rockville, Md.

Frank Holloman, Ex Officio 
Deputy Director/Operations Director/Division 
of Transplantation 
Health Resources and Services Administration 
Rockville, Md. 

Cindy Albert, Ex Officio 
Associate Director, Donor Services Program 
Division of Stem Cell Transplantation and 
Cellular Therapies 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.

NON-VOTING DIRECTORS/
EMERITUS

Daniel (Dan) Arndt, Emeritus 
Hudson, Wis.

Rebecca A. Lewis, Esq, Emeritus 
Pence & MacMillan, LLC 
Steamboat Springs, Colo.

Edward L. Snyder, MD, Emeritus 
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2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
National Marrow Donor Program

Honoring David 
Schubert’s legacy
Last year we said goodbye to our dear 
friend and longtime Be The Match 
supporter, David Schubert.

David proudly dedicated his career to 
biotechnology advancements. 
Through research and investment, he 
pioneered the next generation of 
life-enhancing biotechnology 
companies. And the high regard for 
his work reached well beyond the 
Be The Match community.

In addition to making a significant 
impact throughout his career, David’s 
skills and experience were the perfect 
fuel to propel the Be The Match 
mission. Since 2014, he served as an 
active board member for the National 
Marrow Donor Program, providing 
guidance and leadership on several 
advisory committees. Leveraging his 
decades of experience and passion, 
he also helped launch Be The Match 
BioTherapies®, serving as an 
inaugural board member for this 
important initiative.

Today, David’s legacy lives on through 
Be The Match’s commitment to 
saving lives through cellular 
therapy—a mission David took pride 
in advancing. We will forever 
be grateful for 
his contributions.

BOARD OFFICERS
Chair
Anne McGeorge 
Belleair, Fla.

Vice Chair
Michael L. Stewart 
Regional Vice President 
Hartford Financial Services Group Inc. 
Greenwood Village, Colo.

Secretary
Roger P. Paschke 
Vice President,  
Chief Investment Officer 
Hearst Corporation 
New York, N.Y.

Treasurer
Diana J. Carter 
Carter Family Foundation  
Wayzata, Minn.

Amy Ronneberg 
CEO of NMPD/ Be The Match & 
Be The Match BioTherapies 
Minneapolis, Minn.

VOTING MEMBERS
Jason M. Ahlgren, CFP 
Relationship Manager 
Riverbridge Partners, LLC 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Gustavo Alcocer  
Partner  
Olivares Y Compañía, S.C. 
Mexico City, Mexico 

Annie Ballantine 
Style & Design Advisor 
The Soul of Style 
North Oaks, Minn.

Andrew Block 
New York, N.Y.

Melissa H. Kong, MD 
Medical Director, Ablacon Inc.  
Austin, Texas

Joseph M. (Trey) Loughran 
CEO 
Purchasing Power, LLC 
Atlanta, Ga.

Bruce S. Manasevit 
Vice President,  
Wealth Management Advisor 
The Manasevit Group 
Merrill Lynch Wealth and Investment 
Management 
Fairfield, Conn.

Nicole Moore 
Sanford, Fla.

David W. Pearce 
Managing Director 
ZRG Partners Minneapolis 
Wayzata, Minn.

Deryn Pomeroy 
Trustee & Director of Strategic Initiatives 
William G. Pomeroy Foundation 
Syracuse, N.Y.

Michael L. Rose, CFRE 
Principal 
McMillan Rose, LLC 
Charlotte, N.C.

Rene Sigman 
Regional Litigation  
Manager & Attorney 
Merlin Law Group 
Houston, Texas

Thomas A. Teach 
LaPorte, Ind.

NON-VOTING MEMBERS
Dennis L. Confer, MD, Ex Officio 
Chief Medical Officer Emeritus 
NMDP/Be The Match 
Minneapolis, Minn.

William G. (Bill) Pomeroy, Emeritus  
William G. Pomeroy Foundation 
Syracuse, N.Y.

Be The Match Foundation

† DECEASED

2021 Report to the Community

1716

BeTheMatch.org/2021report

http://bethematch.org/2021report


2021 Report To The Community

19

BeTheMatch.org/2022report

18

Ramesh’s 1 in 39 
million match
Ramesh is a husband, father, 
Be The Match Foundation board 
member and a blood stem cell 
transplant recipient.

At a routine physical, Ramesh 
was surprised when his blood 
work came back as abnormal. 
After further testing, he was 
ultimately diagnosed with 
lymphoma. A blood stem cell 
transplant was his best chance 
for a cure. So his doctors got to 
work right away to find Ramesh’s 
donor match. 

Looking back, Ramesh is grateful 
he and his wife didn’t know his 
odds of finding a donor match 
were much lower due to his 
ethnic background. They were 
shocked and grateful to learn 
that on the worldwide registry 
of 39 million potential donors, 
Ramesh had just one match. And, 
his donor match, Hari, was willing 
to go forward with donation. 

In 2021, Hari and Ramesh finally 
had the opportunity to meet for 
the first time. Reflecting on it 
all, Hari says, “It feels like 
a dream.” 

HARI (left), stem cell 
donor to RAMESH, 
transplant recipient
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Saving lives through cellular therapy would not be possible without our generous community of philanthropic 
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THANK YOU 
Lifetime & Legacy Contributors
Our lifetime and legacy contributors make a transformational impact on our ability to save lives  
by giving $250,000 or more or including Be The Match in their legacy planning. 
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After two amazing transplant journeys, 
Bridget gives back
Over the course of a little more than a decade, Bridget was diagnosed 
with two rare blood disorders and received two marrow transplants.  
She’s grateful for the two selfless donors who stepped forward 
to save her life. 

Today, Bridget gives back as a volunteer courier for Be The Match.  
As a courier, she experiences firsthand what it takes to get a donor’s 
life-saving cells to the patient awaiting transplant. 

She’s also planning a legacy gift to Be The Match through her estate, 
hoping her financial gift will help others. “Be The Match was a main 
part of my medical team,” Bridget says. “Until the day people don’t 
need transplants, Be The Match is such a worthwhile cause, treating 
patients, donors and couriers with such generosity and kindness.” 

“I love how Be The Match shows love for others,” she adds. 
“The entire organization is so dedicated to helping patients and 
giving them a second chance at life—for some, a third chance.”
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THANK YOU
Corporate, Foundation and Organizational Partners
These dedicated partners provide critical financial support to accelerate our mission. They are committed to 
saving more lives and sharing our mission with their vast networks. Listings recognize cash and pledge amounts.
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Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 

Incyte 

Kite Pharma Inc. 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

Living On The Go Foundation 

Marion Esser Kaufmann Foundation 

Pfizer 

Quadra Productions, Inc. Jeopardy! 

William G. Pomeroy Foundation 

$50,000-$99,999 
25th Century Foundation 

Aquí Nadie Se Rinde, I.A.P. (ANSeR) 

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals 

ePlus Technology Inc. 

Gamida Cell 

Hollstadt Consulting 

Make Me Stronger Foundation 

Maurice Amado Foundation 

Merck 

Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation 

Select Equity Group LP 

Summit Mortgage Corporation 

$25,000-$49,999 
American Society for Histocompatibility and 
Immunogenetics 

Cisco Systems 

Costco 

Cryoport 

DKMS Deutsche Knochenmarkspenderdatei 

Edith C. Blum Foundation Inc. 

Eurofins Foundation 

GenDx 

Google Inc. 

HistoGenetics 

Humble Bundle 

Labcorp of America Holdings 

Magenta Therapeutics 

McGlynn Family Foundation 

Medexus Pharmaceuticals Inc.

Medtronic Inc.

Michael’s Fund

Motor Racing Outreach 

NetApp Inc. 

Northside Hospital 

Omeros Corporation 

One Lambda A Thermo Fisher Scientific Brand 

Ontime Courier 

Publicis Media 

Sobi Inc. 

The Smidt Family Foundation Trust 

$10,000-$24,999 
Altec/Styslinger Foundation 

Aon Corporation 

BASF TOTAL Petrochemicals LLC 

The Batchelor Foundation 

Because I Care Inc. 

Berkowitz II Foundation Inc. 

Bust Out Solutions 

The Carl Marks Foundation Inc. 

Coherent Solutions Inc. 

Emory HealthCare / Emory Hospital Midtown 

The Epic Charitable Fund 

Fujirebio Europe 

Gilead Sciences Inc. 

Gould Family Foundation 

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center 

Immucor 

Innovative Office Solutions 

Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and 
Research 

Media Bridge Advertising 

Microsoft Corporation 

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation 

Omixon BioComputing 

The Scott Hudgens Family Foundation 

Servier Pharmaceuticals LLC 

Smith-Dewey Family Foundation 

Total Petrochemicals & Refining USA Inc. 

Traction on Demand 

Trinity Charitable Fund 

United Health Group 

The Wasily Family Foundation 

$5,000-$9,999 
3M Foundation 

7Summits 

Ahepa Bone Marrow Donor Registry 

Apple 

Asia Pacific Histocompatibility & Immunogenetics 
Association 

BAG Diagnostics 

Bank of America Charitable Foundation 

Berghuis & Hunt Inc. 

bluebird bio Inc. 

Bold Orange 

Bruning Foundation 

The Building More Tomorrows 

C4 Technical Services 

Carlson Wagonlit Travel 

CCS Fundraising 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 

Cloudera 

Concord 

Crane Fund For Widows and Children 

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

Dell Corporation 

Digi-Trax 

DonorDrive 

Dr. Scholl Foundation 

European Federation of Immunogenetics 

FedEx 

FirstBank 

Fresenius Kabi USA LLC 

Gartner Inc. 

Great Southern Bank 

Gulfspan Industrial LLC 

The Hartford 

The Hershey Company 

Horizontal 

Illinois Tool Works Inc 

Island Gift of Life Foundation Inc. 

iSpace Environments 

The J Addison and Marion M. Bartush Family 
Foundation 

John Ray Memorial 

Kashi Clinical Laboratories 

Korn Ferry 

Lanner Electronics USA Inc. 

Learfield Communications LLC 

Liberty Mutual 

Mentor Rotary Foundation 

Miltenyi Biotec Inc. 

MMG Foundation Inc. 

Ohmstede Industrial Services Inc 

Riverbridge Partners LLC 

SDG 

The Thomas H. and  
Mayme P. Scott Foundation Inc.

Sevier County Bank 

Sitecore 

Snowflake Inc. 

Streamworks 

TEKsystems Inc. 

Triple “S” Industrial Corp. 

Trissential 

Wells Fargo 

Willis Towers Watson 

Zeus Jones 

$1,000-$4,999 
Aaron Ligon Charitable Fund 

AbbVie Inc. 

Albert & Ethel Herzstein Charitable Foundation 

All Ears Insurance Group LLC 

Allegis Group Foundation Inc. 

Allstate Insurance 

American Association of Doctors from India 

Ameriprise Financial Inc. 

Analytic Stress Relieving Inc. 

Andersen Corporation 

Anthem Inc. 

Atlassian Inc. 

Axos Clearing 

B H Semler Family Fund 

BJ’s Restaurants Foundation Inc. 

BlackRock Matching Gift Program 

Bonfire Funds Inc. 

Burns & McDonnell 

Butterscotch Shenanigans Inc. 

Canadian Valley Technology Center District No. 6 

Carter Healthcare 

Caterpillar Foundation 

Central Indiana Community Foundation 

Central Tech 

Charities Aid Foundation 

Chevron Phillips Chemical Company LP 

Coca-Cola Bottling Co. United, Inc.

Cokebusters USA Inc. 

Commonwealth Charitable Fund 

Compass Cares San Diego 

Deluxe 

Dyer County High School 

East Valley Institute of Technology 

Epic Staffing Group 

ExxonMobil Foundation 

First Bank Inc. 

Fitch Group 

Francis Tuttle Technology Center 

Frontstream 

Gamco Commercial Properties 

The GE Foundation 

The Gentlemen Of Leviticus Aza (Stamford BBYO) 

Gordon Cooper Technology Center 

Greater Horizons 

The Greene-Milstein Family Foundation 

Hawkeye Agency 

Henrik Lundqvist Foundation Inc 

Herc Rentals 

Hill-N-Dale Abstracters Inc. 

Hunt Electric Corp. 

Industrial Safety Training Council 

Industrial Thermal Services 

Inno-train Diagnostik GmbH 

International Union, Security, Police, & Fire 
Professionals 

ISC Constructors 

Jared Coones Pumpkin Run 

John Deere 

Johnson & Johnson 

Jonathan B. Angelone Foundation 

Kiamichi Technology Center - McAlester Campus 

Lambert High School 

Land O’Lakes Inc. 

Lucky Seven Foundation 

The Maurice R. and Meta G. Gross Foundation 

Mike & Janet Slosberg Family Foundation Trust 

Mistras Group 

MPM Ventures LLC 

National Christian Foundation 

Netflix 

Nike Inc. 

Oklahoma HOSA 

Olson Engineerin Inc. 

Optum Services Inc. 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Paul Andrew Clapper Foundation 

Pelican Biothermal LLC 

Piper Sandler 

Plains Midstream & PAA 

Prudential 

Qlik 

R4 Foundation 

Raytheon Technologies 

Redstone Content Solutions LLC 

REI Co-Op Dallas 

Results Foundation 

Sani-Chem Cleaning Supplies 

School District of Manatee County 

Setpoint Integrated Solutions 

Sickle Cell Transplant Advocacy & Research 
Alliance 

Simply Southern 

Southwest Arizona Sisters Inc.

Summit Consulting LLC 

Sunbelt Supply 

Surge Interest Group 

Tas Environmental Services, LP

The Anderson Erickson Family Foundation 

Thomas A. Edison CTE School 

Timberland High 

Timothy Arthur Robinson Memorial Fund 

Tnt Crane & Rigging Inc. 

Trans-Global Solutions Inc. 

True Homes Founation 

Tulsa Technology Center 

Turn2 Specialty Companies LLC 

Twin Cities United DSG 

Ultimate Kronos Group 

United Rentals 

University of California Los Angeles Medical 
Center 

Venice High School 

Vitalant 

Vortech Contracting 

Wheeling Park High School 

The William D. and Joyce E. Sexton Family 
Foundation 

The Wonderful Company Foundation Inc. 

Zachry Industrial Inc. 

Couriers receive new bags  
thanks to generous partners 
One of the most important aspects of a transplant is ensuring the donor 
cells get delivered to the waiting patient safely and quickly. Fortunately, we 
have an outstanding group of more than 700 volunteer couriers, specially 
trained to take on whatever obstacles they might encounter along the trip. 

Couriers transport blood stem cells in a cooler bag, but the bags were 
outdated, uncomfortable and not designed with travel in mind. But with 
generous support from Incyte and Omeros, we were able to acquire new, 
redesigned courier bags to keep these life-saving trips running smoothly. 

The new bags have an improved zipper system, better organized pockets, 
a reinforced bottom and a sleeve, which allows the cooler bag to be safely 
attached to a roller bag. And to recognize our longstanding partnerships, 
the new bags proudly feature Be The Match, Omeros and Incyte logos 
on the side.
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Aaron Thun 

Abigail Wahl 

Adaymee Cofresi 

Alex Zweig 

Allen Lodge 

Alvera Brandt 

Alwyn Charles Purinton 

Amy Pinsen 

Ana Lutz 

Andrea Scheiber 

Andrew Gilmore 

Andrew Lunde 

Angus Perkins 

Ann Berkey 

Ann Leuer 

Ann Thelen 

Annette Bridges 

Annette Johnson 

Anthony Antenucci 

Anthony Fairley 

April Ayers 

Arthur Holzmann 

Ashita Tanwar 

Ashley Collier 

Autumn Byfield 

Aviram Oren 

Barbara Ashley 

Barbara Raschke 

Barbara Scollan 

Barbara Semerad 

Becky Azer Alexander 

Beebie Boo 

Benjamin Goldstein 

Beverly Gunter 

Billie Hoover 

Brenda Patrick 

Brenda Smith 

Brendan Sheehy 

Brian Leh 

Bridget Casey 

Brooke Baker 

Carla Marting 

Carol Wahl 

Cary Gold 

Catherine Richardson 

Catherine Wehrman 

Charles Williams 

Chathum Nielsen 

Cheryl Johnson 

Christiaan Corthier

Christine Zenner 

Christopher Coughlin 

Cindy Johnson 

Colette Johnson 

Colleen Vannicola 

Corliss Denman 

Craig Berg 

Cristy Ecton 

Cynthia Ryan 

Dale Flowers 

Damien Douchet 

Daniel Chow 

Daniel Eberts 

Daniel Mesick 

Danielle Sessoms 

Darlene Edwards 

David Hostetler 

David Kane 

David Kiger 

David MacGregor 

David Semerad 

Dean Duffy 

Dean Groth 

Debora Simensen 

Deborah Ratte Wilmes 

Deborah Tamondong 

Debra Ancona 

Debra Snyder 

Debra Urban 

Dennis Houska 

Dennis Sovick 

Diane Beard 

Donald Callander 

Donald Davis 

Donna Frankel 

Doug Martinek 

Douglas McCallister 

Edward Scollan 

Eldon Bish 

Elizabeth B Wivell 

Elizabeth Conlin 

Elizabeth Klaniecki 

Ellen Eagan 

Ellen Wong 

Evelyn Rogers Valen 

Fran Lowell 

Gail Kalinich 

Gala Forder 

Gale Friedrich 

Gary Smith 

George Bradshaw 

Gerald Richardson 

Ghislaine Harquail 

Gloria Bergquist 

Gloria Ryan 

Gordon Skjerven 

Gordon Young 

Greg Weinman 

Gretchen Ginter 

Heather Campbell 

Henry Bell 

Holly Hoxeng 

Holly Kraftor 

Ian Anderson 

Jacqueline Urban 

James Frison 

James Laurence 

James Sikorski 

Jana Buchholz 

Jane Skjerven 

Janet Hagins 

Janet Leitheiser 

Janice Kendall 

Jeana Ferguson 

Jeffrey Schnirring 

Jennifer Block Brown 

Jill Winitzer 

Jo Kane 

Jo Lynn Doorneweerd 

Joann Kosaian 

JoAnn Sindelar 

Jocelyn Cruz 

John Avant 

John Beno 

John Haase 

John Healing 

John McBrayer 

John Rowan 

John Williamson 

Jorn Dalboe 

Jose Salcido 

Joseph Obermeyer 

Joshua Mackie 

Joy Miller 

Julie Ouyang 

Julie Wheeler 

Karen Kelly 

Karen Lorentz 

Karen Ross 

Karin Linehan 

Karon Mertens 

Katherine Bowdring 

Kathleen DeLoach 

Kathleen Gleed 

Kathleen Jancuska 

Kathleen Loinette 

Kathleen Scheenstra 

Kathleen Welte 

Kathlene Butler 

Kathryn Bury 

Keith Sheffer 

Kelcey King 

Kellie Gallagher 

Kellie Gutman 

Kelline Carroll 

Kelly Snider 

Kenneth Bellesen 

Kerri-Anne Lusk 

Kerry Ellis 

Kevin Leibel 

Kevin McCullough 

Khai Trieu 

Kim Johnson 

Kimberly Robertson 

Kyle Hodgkins 

Larry Marting 

Laura Brownfield 

Laura Olesen 

Laura Perkins 

Laurel Osborn 

Lauren Dougherty 

Laurie Schuetzner 

LaVonne Trieu 

Leo Mertens 

Leslie Lutz 

Linda Alexander 

Linda Eckstein 

Linda Ellena 

Linda Miller 

Lindsay Helzer 

Lisa Butterbrodt 

Lisa Maxson 

Lois Burnett 

Lora Harper 

Lori Bish 

Lori Photiades 

Lori Smith 

Luis Morales Lopez 

Luke Migas 

Lynn Bellinghausen 

Marc Anacker 

Mariah Jomah 

Mark Bailey 

Mark Johnson 

Mark Korchin 

Mark Loop 

Mark Raisher 

Mark Scheuneman 

Mark Schneider 

Mark Wiger 

Mark Williams 

Marlene Hartzman 

Marsha E. Williams 

Martha Johnson 

Martin Lunde 

Mary Alexander 

Mary Anderson 

Mary Wherry 

Mary Witte 

Marzena Weglowski-Pallazzo 

Melanie Goularte 

Melissa Miles 

Melvin Stoler 

Michael Bergsman 

Michael Cassady 

Michael Crittenden 

Michael Diko 

Michael Hirsch 

Michael Kollar 

Michael Marcheschi 

Michael Minanno 

Michael O’Hara 

Michael Stewart 

Michele Bello 

Michele Falkenau 

Michele Votel 

Mickey Arzaga 

Mohamed Ayad 

Nancy Nagel 

Nantsai Yeh 

Nathan Smith 

Neil Hickey 

Neil Johnson 

Nicholas Dowsett 

Nicholas Stone 

Nicole Skaff 

Norbert Ortiz 

Patrick Clancy 

Patrick Startt 

Patrick Upstill 

Paul Hopper 

Paul Onkka 

Peter Dunwiddie 

Peter Fort 

Petr Machalik 

Razvan Chirita 

Rebecca Hart 

Rebecca Lading 

Rebecca McCullough 

Rhonda Hawkins 

Richard Boles 

Richard Straub 

Ricky Jacobs 

Rico Nevotion Woodard 

THANK YOU Volunteers 
Last year, our incredible network of volunteers generously gave their time and talent to advance 
Be The Match’s mission. Together, they contributed more than 130,000 hours for a value of $3.7 million. 
We are grateful for these dedicated individuals who’ve each given 100 or more hours of their time. 

Robbert Vermeulen 

Robert Antulov 

Robert Bowden 

Robert Coggeshall 

Robert Cotter 

Robert Falkenberg 

Robert Panza 

Robert Rose 

Robert Schmidt 

Robert Schroeder 

Robert Thelen 

Roberta Attenhofer 

Robyn Gordon 

Rodell Benjamin 

Rodney Soderberg 

Rohini Suraj 

Ronald Bretz 

Rose Chait 

Ross Kronholm 

RoxAnn Strand 

Roxanne Nauman 

Russell Brewster 

Salima Dadani 

Sally Smith 

Samantha Skinner 

Sandra Bersin 

Sandra Bremer 

Sandra Cortes 

Sandra Tabayunda 

Sarah Takas 

Sasha Belaluddin 

Scott Bronson 

Scott Moster 

Shannon O’Kane 

Shawn Bunch 

Sherri Harrington 

Sherrie Bishop 

Sheryl Davis 

Stacy Dellasega 

Stacy Rondan 

Stephen Antall 

Steve Verna 

Steven Eckstein 

Steven Preston 

Steven Thorne 

Stuart Korchin 

Suchitra Tangirala 

Sue Wynne 

Susan McMillian 

Susan Sundahl 

Tamara Spencer 

Tammy Christensen 

Terri Sherwin 

Thomas Addonizio 

Thomas Anderson 

Thomas Baxter 

Thomas Leahy 

Thomas McDonnell 

Thomas Peine 

Timothy Black 

Timothy Hill 

Timothy Hower 

Timothy Malone 

Timothy Walker 

Timothy Weinzetl 

Tina Rowe 

Ting Fang-Suarez 

Tisha Norman 

Toby Thompson 

Troy Moore Jr. 

Vanessa Amaya 

Vicki Oden 

Vickie Garner 

Victor Cruz 

Victoria Kurinets 

Victoria Lopes 

Walter Lohmann 

Wan Lin Hsieh 

Wendy Pangburn 

William Bruggema 

William Kelly 

Zipora Ostroy 

Our global network of care
From the moment doctors search our registry for a 
blood stem cell donor or cord blood unit, to the safe 
delivery of the life-saving cells to patients’ bedsides for 
transplant, and for years post-transplant, we are there 
every step of the way. Our global network counts on our 
technology, expertise and unparalleled logistical support 
to make blood stem cell transplants possible.

 1. Salesforce CRM PLT022 Report  

 2. CIBMTR DISCO database, February 2022

Apheresis centers1 77 5

Collection centers1 64 5

Cooperative registries1 NA 47

Donor centers1 13 9

Member cord blood 
banks1 16 0

Recruitment centers/
groups1 6 0

Testing labs1 8 NA

Transplant centers1 155 45

Research center 
partners2 207 148

Domestic International
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THANK YOU Volunteer Fundraisers 
Across the country, volunteer fundraisers step forward to connect their individual networks 
with Be The Match’s life-saving mission. These champions have raised $5,000 or more through 
peer-to-peer fundraising or hosting a local event within their community. 

FUNDRAISING TEAMS: 
#FOCUSGLOBAL - Valerie Brooks 

Los Angeles - Angie Larson 

Team Lifeblood - Bob Falkenberg 

EVIT Main Campus - Brenda Vega 

Be The Match Twin Cities Marathon Team - Elicia Bechard 

B+ - Tommi McHugh 

Cypress Bay HOSA - Cristina Gonzalez 

Walt Whitman High School - Clea Bergsman 

Be The Match Lip Sync Battle

Local Provider Partnership Team - Becca Groebner 

Jenn’s Warriors - Erica Ripken 

Team Sterzinger - Kathy Briffett 

For The Love of Jack - Rosemarie Illg 

Shandle Family District 6630 - Dale Smith 

GAF CUP Match Play Golf Tournament - Arthur Damon 

THIRD-PARTY EVENTS: 
A3M + Be The Match W+R To Go 

Gina Murphy Memorial Golf Tournament 

Sentar Virtual Fitness Competition 

Miracle Match for Life Golf Tournament 

NCODA 

Triad’s Be The Match Fun Run

INDIVIDUAL FUNDRAISERS: 
Jeff Benda 

Gary Stromberg 

Natalie Brock 

Michael Stewart 

Tommi McHugh 

Cade James Miller 

Bob Falkenberg 

Marsha Krone 

Emily Purcell 

Susan Eiden 

Jenny Cape 

Kaitlyn and Sarah Wassler 

Paul Altman 

Roby Walls 

Rosemarie Illg 

Jason Labinger

Tommi rises to the (champion) challenge 
After months of symptoms and worsening back pain, Tommi was diagnosed with 
acute myeloid leukemia. A bone marrow transplant was her best treatment option. 

While her sister, Amy, was a suitable donor match, because of Amy’s 
complications with COVID-19, Tommi almost required an unrelated donor. 
But eventually Amy got the green light to donate. 

“There’s not one part of my life that hasn’t changed since my diagnosis. 
Be the Match helps with these issues,” Tommi says. 

To pay it forward, she joined the Champion Challenge to raise money for 
Be The Match. “Part of the fun was choosing a goal to work towards. I needed 
to work on my strength from those months in the hospital, so my goal was 
30 minutes of exercise a day.” 

After getting her second chance at life, Tommi is making sure other patients 
get theirs—just like a true champion.

THANK YOU
Board of Ambassadors 
These volunteer leaders leverage their individual 
networks to support Be The Match through 
awareness building and crucial fundraising to 
advance our life-saving mission. 

ATLANTA 
Robin LaRocco 

Libby Patrick 

Tosin Tomori 

 

CHICAGO 
Molly Brewster 

Stacy Conway 

Peter Eschenbach 

Agnes Gallegos 

Chad LaMont 

Kory LaMont 

Cara Pagels 

Michelle Pretlow 

 

DRIVE FOR 
LIVES 
Caitrin Bupp 

Sidney Downing 

Kari Elias 

Jenny Hambleton 

Marah Studniski 

Elmer Velasco 

Liz Wilson 

 

LOS ANGELES 
Gavin Barnes 

Debbie D’Abruzzi 

Breanne Forstrom 

Eric Forstrom 

Laurelie Hall 

Vaitiare Hirshon 

Manny Jay 

Margaret Jurocko 

Krissy Kobata 

Jason Labinger 

Jared Lipscomb 

Kristy Nguyen 

Joseph Pack 

Kenelma Salamanca 

Lisa Shulman 

Michael Silberstein 

Gary Stromberg 

Erin Van Dorn 

 

MINNEAPOLIS 
Jason Ahlgren 

Katie Amys 

Sarah Aulik 

Annie Ballantine 

Heidi Bohachek 

Yung-Tsi Bolon 

Colleen Brady 

Lorenzo Dandrea 

Toni Dandrea 

Susan Eiden 

Annie Eversman 

Peter Favilla 

Anya Gridneva 

Allison Guthrie 

Lisa Hellem 

Heidi Hoyt 

Cade James Miller 

Kelly Jans 

Bethany Keyl 

Karen Kramer 

Lauren Kvsanicka 

Andrew Larson 

Kelly Lieser 

James Meyerson 

Melissa Mignano 

Mary Murray 

Renee O’Brien 

Justin Reis 

Amy Ronneberg 

Dr. Heather Stefanski 

Tim Tripp 

Gino Villella 

Kate Voss 

Pearl Wistl 

 

NEW YORK 
Brian Berg 

John Camiolo 

Victoria Castiglione 

Karen Cohen 

Gary Goldberg 

Karen Kramer 

Bruce Manasevit 

B.J. Michaels 

Roger Paschke 

Abby West 

 

OHIO 
Daniel Cox 

 

ST. LOUIS 
Joe Church 

Jim Lewis 

Stephanie Walsh

TOMMI (left)  
and her sister donor,  

AMY (right)

Vaitiare gives back  
on the BOA:
Vaitiare Hirshon knows the power of 
Be The Match’s life-saving mission. Two years ago, 
she received a blood stem cell transplant, giving 
her a second chance at life. Today, Vaitiare is back 
to her healthy self.

To give back to the mission she is so passionate 
about, Vaitiare joined Be The Match’s Los Angeles 
Board of Ambassadors (BOA) in 2021.

As an extremely active member of the BOA, 
Vaitiare plays a critical role in raising awareness 
and funds to accelerate our mission. And, as a 
business owner, 10% of all proceeds from The 
V Mana Co are donated back to Be The Match. 
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THANK YOU Sustaining Supporters
Our monthly donors provide reliable, consistent financial support to Be The Match.  
This dedicated group of supporters is committed to giving $25+ each month to save lives all year long. 

Lynda Ackerson 

Kim Allain, Sr. 

Jeiry Almonte 

Ashley Amundson 

Connie Angeloro 

Mariam Aouad 

Page Arlt 

Barbara Arrell 

Anthony Astolfi 

Penny Atchley 

Lorissa Ballinger 

Brian Baranowski 

Thomas Barbella 

Sarah Barker 

Colleen Begley 

Audrey and Brian  
Beharie-McGee 

Heidi Bekins 

Torrie Bentley 

Fjolla Berishaj 

Brian Berry 

Yoram Bibring 

Dianna Bisnar 

Jackie Blaise 

Linda Bloom 

Kristina Bloomquist 

William Boatin 

Gregg Bodnar 

Mr. and Mrs. Loren Boos 

Sara Braga 

Judy Brooks 

Lillian Broome 

Madeleine Brown 

Crystal Browning 

Amy Buege 

Taylor Buller 

Amanda Burns 

Roxanne Cacioppo 

Charles Caldwell II 

Andrew Camelio 

Mario Cardenas 

Carol Carr 

Cullen Case Jr. 

Celena Cater 

Donald Cervenka 

Mike Chang 

Mike Charewicz 

Garima Chaudhry 

Jin Chen 

W. Cheng 

Laura Chiu 

Rebecca Christianson 

Jo Ann Christina 

Jamie Citerin 

Vincent Clausen 

Shepard Cooper 

Joseph Craven 

Karen Cundari 

Jennie Daher 

Newman Dalton 

Diana Dapito 

Amy Darst 

Lee Davis 

John Davy 

Rob Delaney 

Karla Delawder 

Donna Demus 

Carolyn Dennis 

Sarah Derusha 

Wendy Devillier 

Blanca Diaz-Acosta 

Monica Dickey 

Mignon Dine 

Sarah Dipasquale 

Erika Dsouza 

Daniel and Beverly Duffy 

James Dunn 

Susan Eberhart 

Joseph C. Eckberg 

Janet Eden-Harris  
and Paul Harris 

Derek Edwards 

Erica Elchin 

Kari Elias 

Thomas Evans 

Kathleen Everett 

Amy S. E. Ezaki 

Irma Ezqueda 

Brad Fagerstrom 

Catherine Fedele 

Kimberly Finnigan 

Jason Fischer 

Sharon Fitzpatrick 

Deborah Flockton 

Jannie and Willy Flowers 

Jacqueline Foster 

Kyle Fox 

Lindsay Frew 

Tony Frye 

Sean Frye 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Gamberg 

Allison Gant 

Justin Garofalo 

Douglas Gaynor 

Kathleen Ge 

Mark Gebhardt 

Hubert Gee 

Jeffrey George 

Tyler Gieseke 

Clint Gill 

Leba Glazner 

Paul Gossman 

Gina Graves 

John Mark Groff 

Don Gubitosa 

Ciara Gutierrez 

Janet Guyer 

Kori Hall 

George Hall Jr. 

Tom Hanlon 

Dan Hatfield 

Paul Hauck 

Patricia Havard 

Joseph Haxby 

Robin Hein 

Uri Herzberg, PhD 

Todd Herzog 

Brandon Hewitt 

Lucinda and Jerome Hey 

Matthew Hickey 

Ai Hiruma 

Sharon Hochdorf 

Joan Hoeschen 

Thomas Hoey 

Margaret and Paul Hoffman 

Kallai Hokanson 

Shireen Hormozdi 

Susan and Scot Housh 

Macy Howarth 

Mary Huber 

Laura and Rodney Hudlow 

Nafisa Husain 

Kimberly Ikenberry 

Alex Imahara 

Stacey Iofredo 

Suifen Jin 

Victoria Johansen 

Paul Johnson 

Morgan Jones 

Carolyn Jones 

Timothy Jones 

Misty Jones-Davis 

Stephanie Jones-Fitts 

Mary Jungmartin 

Jackson Kalb 

Cathy Kasmar 

Ryan Kelley 

Ryan Kelly 

Todd Kelting 

Joseph Kerns 

Colton Kerrigan 

Kiranpreet Khosa 

Young Kim 

Joy and Gabriel King 

John King 

Kerri King 

Andrea Kissinger 

Dino Klisovic 

Spencer Knight 

Karyn Kodama 

Rebekka Koepke 

David Kohnfelder 

Tia Kolbaba and James 
Masschaele 

Nandana Kondur 

Sonny Koo 

Michelle Koutrakos-Margiano 

Cecelia Kratochvil 

Jeremy Kuhn 

Shari Kurita 

Michael Kuziw 

Anne Kvinge 

Jennifer Laedlein 

Lance Langston 

Rachel Lanz 

Michelyne B. Wilkins 

Patti Laufenberg 

Erin Leckrone 

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Leuba 

Mike Liddy 

Thomas Loikith 

John Mader II 

Karina Manfru 

Joseph Marlar 

Sarah Mason 

Amiee and Chad Mathews 

Laura McClain 

Matthew McDonald 

Christine McDonald 

Katherine C. McDonough 

Corliss McGinty 

Rachel McHenry 

Charles and Francesca 
McKee 

Walter McKenna 

James Meadows 

Amy Melton 

Ernestine Mendez 

Lauren Messa 

Mary Michaud 

Angela Miller 

Nicholas Miller 

Christine Miner 

Abu Momin 

Nathan Moon 

Lexis Moore 

Sarah Morse 

Hallie Mosblack 

Birgit Mueller 

Susan Howard  
and Lawrence Mundy 

Jaime Munet 

Tom Muzzy 

Debra Myers 

Mark Nadeau 

Isaac Narita 

Vicki Naugle 

Hieu Phung Nguyen 

Vu Nguyen 

James and Sandra Nicely 

Chris Nichols 

Mary Nino 

David Nuessen 

Dean Oliveri 

Matthew Orosco 

Michele Orsini 

Sharon O’Shea 

Kevin Parsons 

Jennifer Patterson 

Janelle Patterson 

Jorge Pelayo 

Mary and Donald Pelgrim 

Marc Perlstein 

Lilit Petrosyan 

Larry Pinkerton 

Douglas Pinkerton 

Kathryn Pinter 

Brandon Poiencot 

Donald Preston 

Victoria Provost 

Amber Przybyla 

Tanner Pudden 

Susan Puffenbarger 

Alesa Quock 

Meagan Radziej 

Justin Reagan 

Donna Regan 

Ronald Rivera 

Sally Roberts 

Marisa Roeder 

Bertram Roers 

Lori Roll 

Linda Roth 

Alison Rubin 

John Sabino 

Nathan Schaffer 

Tyler Schorg 

Valerie Schreiber 

Ed Schwarz 

Ramy Sekla 

Megan Sengbusch 

David Sewall 

Yvonne Seyler 

Saroj Shah 

Ala Shaikhkhalil 

David and Ellen Shelby 

Samantha Sherman 

Aaron and Christina Shetlar 

Sandra Shin 

Swithin Shortlidge 

Paul and Debbie Shtein 

Billy Sims 

Josephine Sineni 

Steve Skalbeck 

Chavonne Slade 

Susan Slaviero 

Cynthia Rinaldi 

Julie Smolich 

Marlene Snyder 

Christina Sorenson 

Louella Soudijn 

Kelly Steere 

Allison Stephens 

Shelly Stephenson 

Christian and Kathi Sterling 

Paul Stifter 

Stephanie Strano 

Carolyn Sturbaum 

Jeffrey Sue 

Sonya Sugg 

Mary Swift 

Grace Taylor 

Ida Teiti 

Christine Temple 

Anderson Tesfazion 

Jill Texier 

Nathan Thompson 

Trisha Thompson 

David Thompson 

Lin Tian 

Evelin Ticas De Azevedo 

Deirdre Toler 

Carlos Trevino 

Evelyn Trigg 

Debbi Vandeven 

Bill Vang 

Molly and Paul Vara 

Sabine Varghese 

Valerie Vaughan 

Elsa Velez 

Lizette Velez-Rive 

Laxminarayan 
Venkataraman 

Richard and Teri Vincent 

Inessa Vitko 

James Waligora 

Holly Wall 

Ye Wang 

Lynne Warner 

Matt Watson 

Richard Weber 

Joseph Weber 

Nicolas Weissberg 

Emily Wells 

Michael Wesley 

Katherine West 

Elizabeth Wheeler  
and Charley Young 

Michael Whitaker 

Lynn White 

Kimberly Whyte-Sloane 

Kimberly Kasow Wichlan, 
D.O. 

Joni Wilkerson 

Shirley Williams 

Ashley Williams 

Brian Williams 

Susan Willig 

Stephen and Cynthia Wills 

Mary Witte 

Piper Wood 

Tracy Wood 

Kathryn Woodward 

Kurt Worley 

Lindsay Wynne 

Hannah Yates 

Yvonne Ybarra 

Tzu Yeh 

Leopold Yi 

Ji-Young Yoo 

Dana Yoo 

Mark Zaki 

Vera Zee 

Nicholas Zehender 

Harriet Zeiner 

Darlene Zellers 

Songning Zhao 

Tamara Zurbay

THANK YOU 
Gift-In-Kind Contributors
In-kind donations allow us to allocate more resources to 
directly serve our patients. These supporters have given 
goods or services valued at $1,000 or more to support our 
mission and offset necessary expenses. 

Abbey Holden Studio 

Colleen and Steve Brady 

Brother Justus Whiskey 

Donald Decourcy 

Heidi and Bradley Hoyt 

Innovative Office Solutions 

Jada Jo Jewlery 

Jet It 

Labcorp 

Lions Share Maintenance 

Los Angeles Rams 

Marilee Klosterman Fine Art 

Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal 

Minnesota Timberwolves 

Timothy and Mary Murray 

Andy and Emily Pieteg 

Amy Ronneberg 

Lee & Alecia Stevens 

The Metropolitan Skin Clinic 

Veronica Tharmalingam

Medtronic goes 
all in for 
Be The Match 
Through a powerful employee 
engagement campaign, more than 
160 Medtronic employees took 
action to join the Be The Match 
Registry, raised more than $43,000 
and helped assemble nearly 16,000 
swab kits. Medtronic then added 
icing to the cake with a generous gift 
to Be The Match. We’re extremely 
grateful for the kindness and 
generosity of Medtronic employees 
and leadership.

Listings represent giving between 
1/1/2021 and 12/31/2021. 

We have carefully reviewed this 
information for accuracy and 
apologize for any errors or 
omissions. Please contact us at  
(800) 507-5427 if you note  
incorrect information.
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BeTheMatch.org/2021report

http://bethematch.org/2021report


“AS WE MOVE CLOSER TO THE 

100-DAY POST-TRANSPLANT

MILESTONE, WE ARE BLESSED

WITH PAISLEY’S PROGRESS AND

KNOW HOW LUCKY WE ARE.”

—Jessica, Paisley’s mom
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YOU 
can deliver 
more hope
YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS CRUCIAL  
TO OUR MISSION. MAY WE COUNT ON YOU?

Go to BeTheMatch.org/2021AnnualReport OR mail your contribution to us: 
Be The Match Foundation: NW 5948, PO Box 1450, Minneapolis, MN 55485

If you’d like to speak to someone at Be The Match about your gift, 
please call (800) 627-7692 or email foundation@nmdp.org

Get social with us to see how our life-saving  
mission brings people together.

http://www.bethematch.org
http://www.BeTheMatch.org
https://www.facebook.com/BeTheMatch
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bethematch/mycompany/
http://www.BeTheMatch.org/2021annualreport
mailto:foundation@nmdp.org



